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YOUTUBE: 
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SLIDESHARE CHANNEL: 
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ABOUT ME 
I am passionate about many things but 
of them especially: public policy and 
technological innovation. My lifelong 
commitment i s to work at the 
intersection between these two areas. I 
am certain that, with the right policy 
framework, the digital transformation 
can bring positive changes in all 
corners of the world.

Aug 2016–Present: 
Research Associate and Digital Trade 
Estimates (DTE) Project Manager 
European Centre for International 
Political Economy (ECIPE), Brussels 
(Belgium) 
I am working on projects related to 
data flows and digital trade. 

Apr 2014–Jul 2016: 
Policy Analyst 
European Centre for International 
Political Economy (ECIPE), Brussels 
(Belgium) 

Oct 2013–Mar 2014: 
Consultant and Trainee 
European Commission – DG DECVO, 
Brussels (Belgium) 

Aug 2012–Jun 2013: 
Consultant and Trainee 
United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UN-ESCAP), Bangkok

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Sept 2018–Present: 
Policy Leader Fellow (EUI) 

Dec 2017–April 2018: 
Research Fellow at California 
International Law Center (UC Davis) 

Jun 2017–Present: 
Cyber Fellow at Columbia University 
(SIPA) 

Jul 2016–Present: 
PhD in Law & Economics 
Hamburg University (Germany) 
I am investigating what drives 
countries to enact different types of 
restrictions on data transfers. I also 
look at the impact of these 
measures on trade patterns, privacy, 
data security and national security. 

Sep 2011–Jun 2013 
Master Degree (Summa cum laude) 
in Economic 
Internationalization, Integration and 
International Trade 
Valencia University (Spain) 

Sep 2008–Jul 2011 
Bachelor degree (Summa cum 
Laude) in Economics 
and Institutions of European and 
International Integration 
‘La Sapienza’ University of Rome 
(Italy) 

2014-2017: 
MOOCs and additional courses: 
•Advanced Econometrics – by 

Hamburg University 
•Understanding Economic Policy-

Making – by IE Business School 
•Understanding Europe: Why It 

Matters and What It Can Offer You 
– by HEC Paris 

•Economics of Money and Banking 
– by Columbia University Institute 
for New Economic Thinking 

•Bio-hack Academy – by Wetlab 
Amsterdam 

•MEDX202-01: Genomic Medicine 
Gets Personal – by Georgetown 
University 

•3D Opportunity: The Course on 
Additive Manufacturing for 
Business Leaders – by Deloitte 
University Press 

•Climate Change Science & 
Negotiations – by Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network 
and Director Deep 
Decarbonization Pathways Project 

•The Age of Sustainable 
Development – by Earth Institute 
at Columbia University 

Aug 2010–Jan 2011 
Exchange Program (Erasmus) 
Stockholm University, Stockholm 
(Sweden)

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE & EDUCATION

CURRENT POSITIONS 

ACADEMIA 
• PHD STUDENT AT HAMBURG UNIVERSITY 

• CYBER FELLOW AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
(SIPA) 

• POLICY LEADER FELLOW AT EUI 

ADVOCACY 
• RESEARCH ASSOCIATE AT ECIPE 

OTHER 
• FOUNDER & PRESIDENT AT FABLAB 

WESTERN SICILY 

• CO-FOUNDER AT ORAL3D 
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VOLUNTEERING

2014–Present: 
Founder and President of Fab Lab 
Western Sicily 

2015: 
Member of the European Health 
Parliament. 

Jan 2015–Mar 2015: 
Visiting Fellow 
Garagem FabLab, São Paulo (Brazil) 

2014-2016: 
Organizer of Brussels 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
Meetup Group

LANGUAGES

Proficient speaker: 
English, Italian, Spanish,  
Portuguese (Brazilian). 

Basic speaker: 
French, German, Swedish. 

ABOUT ME 
I am passionate about many things but 
of them especially: public policy and 
technological innovation. My lifelong 
commitment i s to work at the 
intersection between these two areas. I 
am certain that, with the right policy 
framework, the digital transformation 
can bring positive changes in all 
corners of the world.

•2018: Digitalic list of 15 most 
influential Italian women on digital 

•2018 Forbes 30 Under 30 Europe 
(List Science & Healthcare)  

•2018: Reality Under 30 Award by  
Charles and Lynn Schusterman 
Family Foundation 

•2017: Cyber Fellowship at 
Columbia University 

•2016: FabLab Western Sicily 
awarded as the most innovative 
startup in Sicily 

•2016: Oral3D: Winner of 
accelerator program Fabulous  

•2015: Invited as “Leader of 
Tomorrow” to the St. Gallen 
Symposium 

•2013: Award for Academic 
Excellence from the University of 
Valencia.  

•2013: Honours during Master’s: 
Final project; English applied to 
International Trade Management; 
International Transaction 
Management; International Trade 
Law; International Marketing; 
International Economic 
Conjuncture and Forecasting. 

•2011: Honours during Bachelor’s: 
Thesis; Political Economics; 
Financial Science and Italian 
Economics; Advanced Statistics; 
Advanced English; Monetary Policy; 
Economics of Strategy; European 

HONOURS & AWARDS

MORE ABOUT ME...

MARTINA 
FERRACANE

I love the sea and windsurfing 
immediately stole my heart when I 
tried for the first time at the age of 7. 
After then, I competed for 10 years at 
the national and international level. 
My best results have been a silver 
medal in Windsurf World 
Championship in 2006 and several 
gold medals in national 
competitions.  

I am an incurable traveller and love 
discovering new places and cultures. 
My dream is to visit all countries of 
the world and I am doing my best to 
visit at least 5 new countries every 
year! (See my travel diary)
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• Ferracane, M.F. and Van der Marel, E. (2018), “Do Data Policy Restrictions Impact Trade in Services?”, DTE 
Working Paper No. 2,  ECIPE, October 2018. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F., J. Kren and Van der Marel, E. (2018), “Do Data Policies Impact the Productivity  
Performance of Firms?”, DTE Working Paper No. 1, ECIPE, October 2018. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. and E. Van der Marel (2018), “The Digital Trade Restrictiveness Index”, ECIPE Trade 
Working Paper. April 2018. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2018), “South Africa and Data Flows: How to Fully Exploit the Potential of the Digital 
Economy”, GEGAfrica Discussion Paper, April 2018. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2018), “South Africa: Options to Regulate Data Flows”, GEGAfrica Policy Brief, February 
2018. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F and H. Lee-Makiyama (2018), “The Geopolitics of Online Taxation in Asia-Pacific: 
Digitalisation, Corporate Tax Base and the Role of Governments”, ECIPE Policy Brief No.2/2018. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2017), “Restrictions on Data Flows: a Taxonomy”. ECIPE Working Paper 1/2017. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. and H. Lee-Makiyama (2017), “Diverging incentives for reforming China’s restrictions on 
digital innovations”, Journal of Chinese Economic and Foreign Trade Studies, Vol. 10 Issue: 3, pp.
259-280 . ISSN: 1754-4408. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F and H. Lee-Makiyama (2017), “China’s technology protectionism and its non-negotiable 
rationales”, ECIPE Trade Working Paper. June 2017. (Link) 

• Bauer, M., M. Ferracane , H. Lee-Makiyama, and E. van der Marel (2016) "Unleashing Data Flows in the EU: 
An Economic Assessment of Data Localization Measures in the EU Member States",  ECIPE Policy Brief 
No. 3/2016. (Link) 

DIGITAL TRADE & DATA FLOWS

PUBLICATIONS

• Ferracane, M.F. (forthcoming in January 2019), “Re-designing Traditional Education”, Redesigning 
Organizations - Concepts for the Connected Society, Springer. 

• Ferracane, M.F (forthcoming in January 2019), “Data Flows & National Security: A conceptual framework 
to assess restrictions on data flows under GATS security exception”, Digital Policy, Regulation, and 
Governance, Emerald. 

• Ferracane, M.F (forthcoming), Data Flows and Privacy: A conceptual framework to assess restrictions on 
data flows under GATS general exception on privacy.

WORK IN PROGRESS

• Ferracane, M.F. (2017), “Restrictions on Data Flows: a Taxonomy”. ECIPE Working Paper 1/2017. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F., J. Kren and Van der Marel, E. (2018), The cost of data protectionism, Op-Ed at Vox EU, 
October 2018. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. and E. Van der Marel (2018), “The Digital Trade Restrictiveness Index”, ECIPE Trade 
Working Paper. April 2018. (Link)  

• Ferracane, M. F. (2015), “Unleashing the magic: 3D printing”. Op-Ed for World Commerce Review. (Link)

MY PICKS
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BLOG POSTS & MEDIA ARTICLES

• Ferracane, M.F. (2017), “Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) Cases in the Asia-Pacific Region - The 
Record”, Chapter in book: “Asia's Changing International Investment Regime - Sustainability, 
Regionalization, and Arbitration”. International Law and the Global South, Springer Singapore. (Link) 

• European Health Parliament (2015), Seven recommendations on Healthcare in Europe. Electronic and 
mobile health. June 2015. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2017), “Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) Cases in the Asia-Pacific Region - The 
Record”, Chapter in book: “Asia's Changing International Investment Regime - Sustainability, 
Regionalization, and Arbitration”. International Law and the Global South, Springer Singapore. (Link) 

• European Health Parliament (2015), Seven recommendations on Healthcare in Europe. Electronic and 
mobile health. June 2015. (Link) 

• Erixon, F., M. F. Ferracane and E. van der Marel (2015) "The Health of Nations: A Transatlantic Trade and 
Investment Agenda for Better Healthcare", ECIPE Occasional Paper No. 02/2015. March 2015. (Link)  

• The Australian APEC Study Centre (2015), Current Issues in Asia Pacific Foreign Direct Investment. 
Chapter 6: Investor–state dispute settlement cases in APEC – the record. ISBN: 978-0-9944036-1-2. (Link) 

• Bauer, M., F. Erixon, M.F. Ferracane and H. Lee-Makiyama, (2014), “TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP: A 
challenge to Europe”, ECIPE Policy Brief No 9/2014. November 2014. (Link)  

• Erixon, F. and M.F. Ferracane (2014), “Cities and the Wealth of Nations: How can Helsinki, London, Paris 
and Stockholm prosper from TTIP?”, ECIPE Occasional Paper No. 06/2014. June 2014. (Link) 

• Abbott, R., Erixon, F. and M.F. Ferracane (2014), “Demystifying Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS)”, 
ECIPE Occasional Paper No. 05/2014. June 2014. (Link) 

• European Commission (2014), Support to the preparation of the Communication: "A Stronger Role of the 
Private Sector in Achieving Inclusive and Sustainable Growth in Developing Countries ". Consultation 
report prepared by Geraldo Carreiro and Martina F. Ferracane. (Link) 

• UNESCAP (2014), Reports under the project "Trade Facilitation for Poverty Reduction: Building Capacity 
for the Implementation of Pro-Poor Trade Facilitation Policies and Measures in Developing Asian 
Countries”. Editors: R. Ratnayake, R. Ratna, M. F. Ferracane and Y. Duval. (Link) 

• Key Contributor to "Recent Trade Policy Developments: A Mixed Picture" of UNESCAP (2013), Asia-Pacific 
Trade and Investment Report 2013 - Turning the tide: Towards inclusive trade and investment, November 
2013. (Link) 

• Key Contributor to Chapter 5 "Dealing with protectionist pressures" of UNESCAP (2012), Asia- Pacific 
Trade and Investment Report 2012:Recent Trends and Developments, Trade and Investment Division, 
December 2012. (Link)

TRADE & INVESTMENT

• Ferracane, M.F., J. Kren and Van der Marel, E. (2018), The cost of data protectionism, Op-Ed at Vox EU, 
October 2018. (Link)  

• Ferracane, M.F. (2016), “Measuring Digital Protectionism”, Bog post at ARTNeT e-forum (May 2018). (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. and G. Cicero (2018), "Oral3D: con la stampa tridimensionale il sorriso è alla portata di 
tutti”, Op-Ed in IlSole24Ore, March 2018. (Link)

• Bauer, M., M. F. Ferracane and E. Van der Marel (2016), “Tracing the Economic Impact of Regulations on 
the Free Flow of Data and Data Localization”, GCIG Paper No. 30. Waterloo: Global Commission on 
Internet Governance Paper Series. 
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• “Una ricetta per formare giovani creatori”.  Tedx Talk at TEDxLakeComo, November 2018. (Video) 

• “Are Data Protection Laws Barriers to Trade? A Conceptual Framework to Analyze Data Protection Laws 
under the WTO Privacy Exception”. Talk at the European University Institute (EUI) in Florence. December 
2018. (Link) 

• “Data flows restrictions and GATS security exception”. Seminar at the World Trade Institute (WTI) in Bern. 
November 2018. (Link) 

• “Data flows and national security: A conceptual framework to assess restrictions on data flows under 
GATS security exception”. Academic presentation at the 13th Giganet Annual Symposium in Paris.  
November 2018. (Link) 

• "Re-designing traditional education”. Talk at Belgrade Science Technology Park. November 2018. (Video) 

• “Giovani e innovazione nel campo della medicina oro-facciale: Nuove frontiere della stampa 3D”. 
Interview at the Italian Senate in Rome [in Italian]. October 2018. (Link) 

• “Redesigning traditional education - A conversation with Martina Francesca Ferracane, Policy Leaders 
Fellow”. Talk at the European University Institute (EUI) in Florence. October 2018. (Link) 

• “How to promote the EU’s digital economy”. Talk at the event ‘How to promote the EU’s digital economy’ 
at the Bertelsmann Representative Office in Berlin. October 2018. (Link) 

• “Donne, politica e rivoluzione digitale [in Italian] “. Talk at the event Global YounG7 organized by 
secondary schools in Marsala. October 2018.  (Link)

PUBLIC SPEAKING

• Ferracane, M.F. (2016), “The Privacy Shield in 3 Tweets”, Blog post at ECIPE. (July 2016). (Link)  

• Ferracane, M. F. (2016), “How data localisation wipes out the security of your data” . Article published by 
Security Europe. June 2016. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M. F. (2016), “After TPP – the making of trade rules for data flows”. Monthly Brief at Borderlex. 
April 2016. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2015), “A race against time: New data protection rules in the internet era”, Blog post at 
ECIPE and re-posted by Vocal Europe. December 2015. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M. F. (2015), “Shaking and Re-Shaping: From Industry 4.0 to Industry 4.1”. Op-Ed for Paris Tech 
Review. November 2015. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2015), “Realpolitik in ISDS Reform: Will the Commission's Proposal get us Anywhere?”. 
 Blog post at ECIPE. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2015), “After the ECJ Ruling: What Now?”, Blog post at ECIPE. October 2015. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2015), “Manufacturing the future: Industry 4.0”, Blog post at ECIPE. June 2015. (Link)   

• Ferracane, M.F. (2014), “#ECIPEdebates: ISDS in TTIP – Should it stay or should it go?”, Blog post at ECIPE. 
November 2014. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2014), “#ECIPEdebates: Are EU sanctions on Russia working?”, Blog post at ECIPE. 
September 2014. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2015), “Time to resist dovish temptations?”, Blog post at ECIPE. September 2015. (Link) 

• Ferracane, M.F. (2014), “E-health solutions: is the EU moving in the right direction?”, Blog post at ECIPE. 
May 2014. (Link)
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GATS security exception”. Presentation at the ECPR Conference 2018 in Hamburg. August 2018. (Link) 

• “In Conversation | Martina Francesca Ferracane and Harsh Pant”. Interview by Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF) during the Raisina Dialogue 2018. August 2018. (Video) 

• “The Inquiry: Can We Control 3D Printing?”. Interview by BBC "The Inquiry" on the future of 3D printing. 
August 2018. (Link) 

• “Le incognite della presidenza Rai, della futura gratuità dei musei e degli italiani in fuga [in Italian]”.  
Interview by Radio24 "Ma cos'é questa estate" on the brain drain in Italy. August 2018.  (Link) 

• “Global, regional and national governance of digital trade”.  Panel discussion at the event "Digital Trade in 
Africa: Implications for Inclusion and Human Rights”, UNECA , Addis Ababa. June 2018. (Link). 

• “Surveillance, Laws and Governments vs. Internet Rights”.  Panel discussion at the EuroDIG 2018 in Tiblisi. 
June 2018. (Link). 

• “Competition in a data-driven world: how to ensure sustainable growth?”. Panel discussion at the EuroDIG 
2018 in Tiblisi. June 2018. (Link). 

• “Restrictions on data flows: interpretation under the WTO framework”. Presentation at the Geneva Internet 
L@w Research Colloquium. June 2018. (Link) 
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• “South Africa and Data Flows: Thriving in the Digital Era”. Presentation on South Africa's policy options to 
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• “The Geopolitics of Internet Taxation: Is Digital Taxation Eroding the Corporate Tax Base in Asia?”. 
Presentation about corporate taxation of digital companies at Korea Chamber of Commerce. September 
2017. Seoul. (PPT) 

• “Trade and Growth in the Digital Era”. Panel discussion at the event “Trade and Development: New 
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• “Designing regulation for the future”. Presentation at the Conference Czech Republic's Strategy for 
Competitiveness 2017: Digital society. September 2016. Prague. 
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• “The Geopolitics of Internet Taxation: Is Digital Taxation Eroding the Corporate Tax Base in Asia?”. 
Presentation about corporate taxation of digital companies at the event “Digital Nation: Investment and 
Growth in Thailand Digital Economy”. August 2017. Bangkok. (PPT)  

• “Cyber Security: DOs and DON'Ts” Presentation at QED event. July 2017. Brussels. (Video) (PPT) 

• “Cyber Security: DOs and DON'Ts” Presentation at 1st European Cybersecurity Seminar by SESCA. July 
2017. Astorga (Spain). (PPT)  

• “ITA: What's next?”. Presentation at the ITA Symposium. June 2017.  WTO, Geneva. (PPT) 

• Panel discussion at the event “OECD Economic Outlook: The domestic impact of trade policies”. June 
2017. European Parliament, Brussels. (Video)  

• “Designing regulation for the future”. Presentation at the ECR Hearing on “Is data localisation fit for 
purpose in the 21st century?”. December 2016. Brussels. (PPT) 

• Digital Trade Estimates Project (May 2016 at World Trade Organization, September 2016 at World Public 
Forum in Geneva, September 2016 at World Trade Forum in Florence). (PPT) 

• “Data Localisation Trends”. Tech Law Talks by King & Spalding. May 2016. (PPT) 

• “1school-1FabLab initiative”. Talk at the EPP Congress 2017. March 2017. Malta. (Video)  

• “E-commerce and the Digital Economy”. Panel discussion at the T20 Africa Conference on “Africa and the 
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• “Digital Trade Restrictions in South Africa”. Presentation at the “Workshop on e-commerce in Africa: key 
policy issues and priority research questions”. January 2017. Pretoria. (PPT) 

• “FabLabs and Inclusive Trade”. Presentation at the World Public Forum. September 2016. WTO, Geneva. 
(Video)  (PPT) 

• Panel discussion about female entrepreneurship at Makerstown. May 2016. Brussels. 

• “Data Localisation and Data Security”. Presentation at QED conference of cybersecurity and computing. 
(PPT) 

• Keynote speech at graduation of master program on "Economic Internationalisation". June 2016. 
Valencia. 

• “Fab Labs: a global network for local entrepreneurship”. Guest lecture at Amsterdam Business School. 
February 2016. Amsterdam. (PPT) 

• “ISDS: The European Proposal of an Investment Court System”. Presentation at Bucharest University of 
Economic Studies. December 2015. Bucharest. (PPT) 
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• “Oral3D: the 3D Printing Solution Built for Dentistry”, Article by Infodent, February 2018. (Link) 

• “30 Under 30 Europa: chi sono gli innovatori italiani scelti da Forbes” [in Italian], Article byMillionare.it, 
January 2018. (Link) 
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2018. (Link) 
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Ferracane” [in Italian], Itaca Notizie, January 2018. (Link)

• “Le 15 donne piú influenti nel digitale in Italia: Digiwomen 2018” [in Italian], List of 15 most influential 
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• “Forbes: Una siciliana nella lista dei 30enni più influenti d’Europa” [in Italian], Article by LiveUniCT, March 
2018. (Link) 

• “I 100 giovani italiani leader del futuro” [in Italian], Article by Forbes Italia, March 2018. (Link) 

• “La ragazza 3D che fa scuola con il laser” [in Italian], Interview by La Repubblica, March 2018. (Link) 

• “Lab in Focus: Interview with Martina Ferracane from Fablab Western Sicily”, Interview at Medium, 
October 2017. (Link) 

• “Marsala, oggi FabLab Western Sicily inaugura la propria sede al Complesso San Pietro”, Article about 
FabLab WS in local media [in Italian], August 2017. (Link) 

• “Startup, nuove tecnologie e innovazione: il magazine Panorama premia Fab Lab Western Sicily”, Article 
about FabLab WS in local media [in Italian], November 2016. (Link) 
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2016. (Link) 

• “Nell’istituto comprensivo “Stefano Pellegrino” si impara a programmare già alla primaria” [in Italian], 
September 2016. (Link) 

• “Il Fab Lab approda all'Istituto Pellegrino di Marsala” [in Italian], September 2016. (Link) 
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• “Why the MoneyGram Merger Was a Threat”, Bloomberg, January 2018. (Link) 

• “EU trade data flows are becoming the new GMOs”, Financial Times, December 2017. (Link) 

• “Brexit: da Cambridge e Bruxelles, il punto di vista di due giovani siciliane” [in Italian], Itaca Notizie, 
June 2016. (Link)  

• “Cum vor fi reformate mecanismele ISDS” [in Romanian], Epoch Times Romania, December 2015. 
(Link)   

• Relazione Unioncamere Veneto su "ECIPE Seminar: How to accelerate the expansion of the Digital 
Economy?" [in Italian], June 2015. (Link)
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